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My primary goal as a teacher is to help students get a deep understanding of the subject material, 

especially core concepts. I pursue this goal by focusing on clarity while giving a lecture in the 

classroom. I always start by using the simplest possible language to introduce an idea and, if 

possible, explain the same idea in multiple different ways. In addition, I always bring several 

practical and relatable examples to class that help students not only relate course material to 

“real-world” problems, but also retain the material better. I typically follow this by a discussion 

where I ask students to come up with more illustrative examples which gives them a deeper 

understanding of concepts. These discussions have the added advantage of providing feedback to 

me about student understanding. 

My formal teaching experience comprises of holding positions of instructor and teaching 

assistant at Vanderbilt University. I have twice been an instructor of record for several courses, 

including principles of microeconomics (for which I have been the instructor three times), 

behavioral economics, and economic statistics. I have been a teaching assistant for a variety of 

courses, including microeconomic theory (PhD level), game theory, intermediate 

microeconomics, and principles of macroeconomics.  

A significant contribution to my teaching abilities comes from my role as a private tutor. I have 

conducted over a thousand one-on-one tutoring sessions that have given me skills not attainable 

through classroom lectures. For example, just by carefully listening to a student’s question, I am 

able to identify if their current confusion stems from a prior misconception or from a general 

weakness in a particular area, such as mathematics.  

The most formative aspect of all my teaching roles is the rewarding feeling when a student 

finally understands a concept he or she had been struggling with. My passion for teaching is 

reflected by the excellent course evaluations and tutoring reviews I have received from students 

(available on: zeeshansamad.com/teaching). In the coming years, I look forward to sharing my 

passion for economics with new generations of students and to growing further as an educator.  

https://www.zeeshansamad.com/teaching

